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ShrinkLits are short, often poetic summaries of long works of literature. The concept was developed by Maurice Sagoff in his book ShrinkLits, published by Workman Publishing, New York, 1980.

 
Let's start with a sample from Sagoff's book: 



See, you've got a great summary of a longer poem.  Ok, here's one more: 






"ShrinkLits" are great summaries! No matter what kind of writing you're doing -- as a novelist, a scientist, or whatever -- the ability to summarize is important.  ShrinkLits don't even have to be about literature. They might summarize non-fiction books. They might even summarize news events, textbook chapters, or films. 

 

 

Now you’re ready to try your own  ShrinkLit!



"The Raven” �Edgar Allan Poe ��Raven lurches �in, perches �Over door. �Poet's bleary �Query -- �'Where's Lenore?' �Creepy bird �Knows one word: �'Nevermore.' " �





"Alice in Wonderland” �Lewis Carroll ��Holed up �With bunny, �Pre-teen �Act funny. �Aberrations - �Hallucinations - �Wild Scenes - �Tarts, Queens - �Clearly, she �Needs therapy. " �





Field of Dreams (the movie) ��Baseball in a cornfield: �Amazing results were revealed. �Kevin Kostner wasn't dumb. �If you build it, he will come. �It's Shoeless Joe playing ball again �and Terence Mann where he's never been. �Reconciliation with his dad: �Now he and we are all so glad. �








