The Scarlet Letter Diaries
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The journal or diary was a popular method of recording thoughts, fears, and observations on other people and world events. This was before psychologists or psychiatrists so people did feel the need to unburden their minds and souls in their journals.

For your assignment on the novel, you will create a journal for one of the three main characters. In that character’s voice (first person), you will create at least 10 dated entries based on what’s happening at the time. This will allow you to comment on the major events of the plot. You MUST comment on the following:

· The first appearance of the character in the story

· Any meeting that your character has with another of the characters

· Any important event that occurs in the story

· Any physical/psychological changes in the character

· The character’s changing feelings toward the scarlet letter

· Where the character leaves the story

The story covers years in the character’s life so you will observe changes in the character’s acceptance in the community, the physical and/or mental condition of your character, and his/her relationship with the other characters. Your entries should comment on these things as is logical, given the action in the story at that point in time.

The three main characters who will appear in your journal will be Hester Prynne, Rev. Arthur Dimmesdale, and Roger Chillingworth. You may choose any of these three as your “journal writer”, but all of them will appear in your journal. Additionally, Pearl, Hester’s daughter, will be at least mentioned occasionally in all three of the characters’ journals. 

Here is a sample journal entry:

October 2, 1641

My heart knows no the words to beg of my Lord forgiveness for what I have done this day. I weep now, in solitude, for I realize that this evening has brought upon my soul a weight that I may never ever be released from. I have spent hours before my looking glass, weeping, praying, begging the Lord’s mercy, for on this night I have condemned my soul to eternal damnation.

You may write in the above style or our modern style of writing. Revise and correct spelling, grammar, etc., so it looks nice. Be creative about what your diary looks like.
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