Of Mice and Men

By John Steinbeck

Draw a sketch of the setting as described in the opening scene of the book. Include Lennie, George, and any details you can. Be ACCURATE!


TAPE ONE

1. A few miles south of Soledad, the Salinas River drops in close to the __________ bank and runs _______&________.

2. Lennie dipped his whole ___________ under, hat and all, and then he sat up on the bank and his hat dripped down on his blue ____________ and ran down his back.

3. Lennie’s closed hand slowly obeyed. George took the _______________ and threw it across the pool to the other side, among the brush.

4. “I was only foolin’, George. I don’t want no ___________________. I wouldn’t eat no ketchup if it was right here beside me.

5. "…Look, Lennie--if you jus' happen to get in trouble like you always done before, I want you to come right here an' hide in the __________________."

6. The boss pointed a playful finger at Lennie. "He ain't much a  _____________, is he?"  "No, he ain't, but he's sure a hell of a good ____________________."

7. "Well, you look her over, mister. You see if she ain't a ______________." He stepped out the door into the brilliant ___________________.

TAPE TWO

8. "…You gonna have trouble with that Curley guy. I seen that kind before. He was kinda feelin' you out. He figures he's got you ________________ and he's gonna take a ______________ at you the first chance he gets."

9. A girl was standing there looking in. She had full, rouged ____________ and wide-spaced ________________, heavily made up. Her fingernails were ____________. 

10.  "Ain't many guys travel around together," he mused. "I don't know why. Maybe ever'body in the whole damn world is ____________________________________.

11.  "Tell you what made me stop that. One day a bunch of guys was standin' around up on the Sacramento River. I was feelin' pretty ________________. I turns to Lennie and says, '___________________________.'

12.  "Sure he's jes' like a kid. There ain't no more harm in him than a kid neither, except he's so ___________________."

13. Carlson said, "The way I'd shoot him, he wouldn't feel nothing. I'd put the gun right there." He pointed with his __________________. "Right back of the ___________. He wouldn't even quiver."

14. George said, "She's gonna make a mess. They's gonna be a bad ______________ about her. She's a jail bait all set on the trigger. That Curley got his work cut out for him. Ranch with a bunch of guys on it ain't no place for a _________________ , specially like her."

15. Lennie: "George, how long's it gonna be till we get that little place an' live on the fatta the lan'--an' __________________?"   

TAPE THREE

16. Give as many details as you can about George and Lennie's "dream" as described by George in the opening pages of this section.


17. Candy:  "Tell you what--" He leaned forward eagerly. "S'pose I went in with you guys. Tha's _____________________ bucks I'd put in. I ain't much good, but I could ____________ and tend the ___________________ and hoe the garden some. How'd that be?"

18. Candy said, "George."   "Huh?"   "I ought to of shot that dog myself, George. I shouldn't ought to let no stranger ________________________________."

19. Slim to Curley: "You got your senses in hand enough to listen? I think you got your han' caught in a _________________. If you don't tell nobody what happened, we ain't going to. But jus' you tell an' try to get this guy ________________ and we'll tell ever'body, an' then will you get the ____________________."

20. Crooks: "….S'pose you didn't have nobody. S'pose you couldn't go into the bunk house and play rummy because you was _________________. How'd you like that? S'pose you had to sit out here and ____________________________. Books ain't no good. A guy needs______________________--to be near him."

21. She turned to Lennie. "I'm glad you bust up Curley a little bit. He got it comin' to him. Sometimes I'd like to ____________________myself." She slipped out the door and disappeared into the _________________________.

PART FOUR

22. And Lennie said softly to the puppy, "Why do you got to get ________________? You ain't so little as _________________. I didn't bounce you hard." He bent the pup's head up and looked in its face, and he said to it, "Now maybe George ain't gonna let me ___________________________________, if he fin's out you got killed."

23. Curley's wife: "I don't like Curley. He ain't a nice fella." And because she had confided in him, she moved closer to Lennie and sat _________________________. "Coulda been in the _________________, an' had nice clothes--all them nice clothes they wear. An' I coulda sat in them big hotels, an' had ___________________ took of me."

24. And she continued to struggle, and her eyes were wild with ________________.  He shook her then, and he was angry with her. "Don't you go ___________________," he said, and he shook her; and her body flopped like a ____________________. And then she was still, for Lennie had __________________________________________.

25. Slim nodded. "We might," he said. "If we could keep Curley in, we might. But Curley's gonna want to _______________________. Curley's still mad about his hand. An' s'pose they lock him up an' strap him down and put him in a _________________. That ain't no good, George."

26. The shouts of men sounded again, this time much closer than before. George took off his hat. He said shakily, "Take off your _____________, Lennie. The air feels fine." Lennie removed his hat dutifully and laid it on the ground in front of him………..Lennie said, "Tell me _________________________________."
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