INTRODUCTORY NOTES ON DRAMA

I.  What makes Drama different from other forms of literature?


A.  It is written to be performed/spoken; not read.


B.  It is written to be performed live, not taped or recorded.


C.  It is written to be performed to an audience.

II.  Why (and how) does this make a difference?


A.  Knowing and understanding the characters becomes more important.


B.  Knowing for whom the play was written is often important.



Example-


C.  We need to imagine or visualize certain things.  



Example-

III.  A brief (very brief) History of Western Drama (Europe, US as opposed to Asia, Africa)


A.  Greek drama originated with religious rituals to the gods in the fifth century BC.


B.  Modern Drama originated with early Christian church services.


C.  This (B) led to MORALITY PLAYS throughout England in the 1400s.



Definition:

D.  Morality plays led directly to Elizabethan drama, which started in the 1500s.  Shakespeare is one of many                 playwrights belonging to this category of drama.  

IV.  A look at a few types of drama (there are dozens).

A. TRAGEDY:  a play that tells of the events of an important character and ends with a catastrophe (catastrophe is a 

spilling of emotions--usually caused by death, betrayal, etc.)  

                        Examples: _______________________________________________________________

B.  Comedy:  a play written to amuse, usually on a light topic. Examples: _________________________

C.  Tragicomedy: combines elements of both.


D. Other genres

V.  Structure of a Play


A.  Divisions of a play:



A play traditionally has five acts

Act I: introduction--introduces characters and settings


Act II: rising action -- introduction of conflict


Act III: turning point -- the direction, momentum of the play is changed


Act IV: falling action -- conflict is resolved


Act V: conclusion, stable situation is arrived at, (catastrophe)


B.  Scenes are often indicated by the entrance and exit of characters.

VI.  Types of stages:


A.  Arena -- the stage is surrounded by the audience (Greek)


B.  Thrust -- platform extends into the audience (Shakespeare)

C. Proscenium -- most common-- the stage is surround by a frame or arch, usually has a curtain.
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