Huck Finn 

Study Questions
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(Ch. 1-7)

1. How do Huck and the other boys react to Tom Sawyer's plans for starting a gang of robbers?

2. How does Huck react when he realizes that Pap has returned?

3. How do you think the Widow Douglas's version of Providence differs from her sister's?

4. Do you think that Huck rejects his father's way of life, accepts it, or takes a position between these extreme points of view? Explain.

5. What advice would you give the Widow Douglas about how to change the way of life in her home in order to make it more agreeable to Huck?

(Ch. 8-16)
6. As the raft journeys south, why is Jim so eager to catch sight of the town of Cairo?

7. What happens to spoil Huck and Jim's plan to travel north on the Ohio River?

8. Why do Huck and Jim forge a friendship?

9. What qualities of Huck's personality are revealed in the episode involving the gang of robbers on the wrecked steamboat?

10. What have you learned about friendship from reading about the development of the relationship between Jim and Huck? Explain.

(Ch. 17-23)

11. While Huck is staying with the Grangerfords, what is happening to Jim?

12. How does the king arrange to make it possible for the travelers to travel by day without fear that Jim might be seized?

13. Why do you think that Buck rejects Huck's assessment of Baldy Shepherdson as a coward?

14. The duke and the king express contempt for the intelligence of the people in the towns that they visit. Is their opinion borne out by the episodes in the novel? Explain.

15. Describe another situation in which a grudge or a dispute was continued even when the original cause of the dispute was no longer an issue. How might such a dispute be brought to an end?

(Ch. 24-30)

16. Why are the duke and the king able to pass themselves off as Peter Wilks's brothers when they are so apparently different from the members of the family?

17. Why is Huck able to reassure Mary Jane that the Wilks family's slaves will soon be reunited?

18. In attempting to help the girls, Huck steals the cash from the king. Is this the only choice Huck could have made? How else could he have helped the girls? Why do you think that Huck remained silent for so long? Explain.

19. Why does Huck disregard Mary Jane's wishes and tell her sisters to give Mary Jane's love to "Uncle Harvey"?

20. Tell about another situation in which someone knew that he or she was participating in an act that was wrong. Did the person try to stop the deed or expose it, or did the person fail to act? Did you agree or disagree with the person? Explain.

(Ch. 31-39)

21. Why is Huck welcomed at the Phelps home even though he does not know the Phelps family?

22. How many sheets do Tom and Huck steal? Why do the boys always seem to be stealing sheets?

23. What are some possible reasons that may account for Jim's willingness to cooperate in Tom's scheme?

24. Why does Tom write "anonymous" notes that he knows will frighten his aunt?

25. Describe a time that you were a witness to a practical joke. Was the joke very funny? Was anyone in emotional or physical harm as a result of the joke? What makes some jokes more acceptable than others? Explain.

(Ch. 40-The Last)

26. During the escape, Jim, Huck, and Tom are able to avoid capture despite the fact that dogs are used to track them. Why?

27. What instructions does Tom Sawyer give Huck Finn as Huck is preparing to fo to the village to summon the doctor?

28. The novel ends with a series of revelations that serve to resolve the problems that had faced the main characters. How were these revelations foreshadowed in the story? Do they appear contrived or plausible? Explain.

29. Why is Tom "the gladdest of all" to have a bullet in his leg?

30. Jim shows great unselfishness in staying to take care of Tom despite the fact that his action jeopardizes his own freedom. Have you ever witnessed an act of great unselfishness? What kind of person is capable of such a selfless act?

